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WRPS COMPETITION RULES 2015-2016 
 
Western Reserve Photographic Society (WRPS) conducts competitions each year. 
 
Each season, the Competition Committee will determine competitions. 
 
The President will appoint a Competition Chairperson(s) who will form a committee to serve for 
one year and be responsible for: 

 Receiving entries 

 Obtaining qualified judges 

 Conducting competitions 

 Provide necessary equipment 

 Recording scores 

 Determining winners 

 Awarding ribbons 

 Overseeing outside competitions 

 Providing competition information for the newsletter (winning image, title & total points 
awarded to each image needs to be sent to the newsletter editor timely). 

 
 
ANNUAL COMPETITION AND AWARDS 
 
The year-end awards for all competitions are presented at the annual awards dinner. The current 
year’s winners of first, second, third place, and honorable mention from both categories (Black & 
White & Color) will be honored.  
 
A year-end club choice award will be voted on and awarded from the entire current year’s first 
place and invitational winners. 
 
 
RULES FOR COMPETITION ENTRY 
 

1. Any current WRPS member may submit entries. 

2. All images must be titled or they will be disqualified. “Untitled” does not constitute a title. 
Titles must be limited to 17 characters. 

3. All images that have previously won in a WRPS competition are ineligible for any future 
WRPS competitions (except current year-end club choice). 

4. All WRPS members may submit a MAXIMUM of 4 images. You may submit in either of 
the 2 categories, Black & White or Color, but your total entries may not exceed 4 images 
with no more than 2 images per category. 

5. All images and post processing must be the original work of the entrant.  

6. Text is allowed in the images, but it may NOT include the maker’s name or the image title 
(no watermarking). 
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7. Entries that do not meet the rules of the particular competition will be disqualified. Entrant 
will have forty-eight hours to resubmit a corrected or alternate entry in place of the 
disqualified entry. 

8. Any category where there is just one entrant, that person will receive a single award for the 
entry with highest points from the judges. If the highest scoring entry receives 21 points or 
higher the entry will first place award. If the entry receives 20 points or lower it will receive 
an Honorable Mention.  

9. All entries must be submitted to the Competition Chairperson no later than 9:00 PM on the 
due date. A confirmation e-mail will be sent within 48 hours for entries received via e-
mail. Please note earlier submissions are allowed. If you do not have email, you can submit 
your entries by CD at a meeting prior to the deadline. WRPS competition entry email 
addresses are wrpsAgroup@gmail.com or wrpsBgroup@gmail.com (depending on 
your experienced based division (see below).  Refer to competition schedule or cheat 
sheet for exact competition deadlines. 

 
 
 
EXPERIENCED BASED DIVISIONS 
 
For the 2015-2016 competition year we will have TWO Experienced Based Divisions, A & B.   
A division should be for intermediate to advanced photographers.   
B division should be for beginner to intermediate photographers. 
 

1. All members in good standing wishing to compete in WRPS competitions must select 
the division they would like to compete in.  If you do not know which division would 
be best for you, consult someone on the competition committee so that they can help 
you decide. This would be done by either looking at that member’s last years 
competition results, by member bio, peer review, or history of competition in other 
clubs or public competitions, etc.  

2. Once the member and/or committee determine which division each member will 
compete in, member must stay in that division for the entire competition year 
(September through May). 

3. Members may move up or down on their own between years.   
4. The top 3 total point scorers in Division B for the year are automatically promoted to 

Division A for the next year. 
5. Each division will receive their own year-end awards at the banquet; we do not pool 

the divisions together. 
 
 
 
RULES FOR SUBMITTING PROJECTED IMAGES 
 

1. ENTRY NAME & EMAIL SUBJECT LINE MUST BE THE SAME. Your full name 
should be in the body of the e-mail.  Your phone number used in your title must match 
the one we have on our membership list. 

2. Titles and entrant’s name must not appear on the image.  
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3. A digital entry must be properly named as follows: 

1st letter is experience based division: 

 “A” for more experienced 

 “B” for newer photographers 

2nd letter is competition name, example: 

 “N” Nature 

 “P” Pictorial 

 “S” Sky 

 “T” Three Below 

 “W” Wide Open 

 “A” Architecture 

 “R” Reflections 

3rd letter is category: 

 “B” Black & White 

 “C” Color 

4th letter 

 First initial of your first name (DO NOT USE A MIDDLE INITIAL) 

5th letter 

 First initial of your last name (DO NOT USE A MIDDLE INITIAL) 

6th-9th number 

 Last four digits of the phone number listed on the membership list 

10th-25th characters 

 Title of your image, 16 characters maximum. No spaces or characters such as 
/’?., and jpg extension is required. 

 
EXAMPLE: Mr. Wood E. Duck entered a lighthouse image in the A division, color 
category of the pictorial competition. The proper naming would be: 
APCWD5008RoundIslandLight.jpg 
 

4. Image size  

 Maximum 1400 pixels x 1050 pixels @ 300 dpi (new sizing) 

 Height of image cannot exceed 1050 pixels 

 Width of image cannot exceed 1400 pixels 

 Maximum file size is about 2 MB 

 Projected images view better with sRGB 

 
5. Send each image under a separate e-mail. One image per email.  In the body of the email, 

please put your full name.  It would also be helpful if you put image # of # so that we might 
be able to let you know that we didn’t get one.  (Please note, the photo on the next page 
shows the OLD email address, see page 2 for the correct address). 
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RULES FOR BLACK &WHITE 
 
This category is an open category meaning “to make the image the best it can be”.  ANY Black & 
White image with shades of gray.  Any single toned image (all one color i.e. sepia). Infrared 
images are allowed.  No restrictions. 
 
 
RULES FOR COLOR  
 
This category is an open category meaning “to make the image the best it can be”.  ANY Color 
image, including selective colored black & white (i.e. black & white image overall with 
colored red rose).  No restrictions. 
 
You’re only limited by your own artistic imagination. 
 
 
 
JUDGING AND AWARDS 
 

1. A panel of three judges will used for all competitions.   

2. The judges are not told of the different experienced based divisions, as to not sway 
their scoring or critiques. 

3. Rules for each competition will be sent to the judges before each competition.  

4. All images in the competition have been qualified that they meet the competitions criteria. 

5. Judges will be expected to evaluate each photograph base on the following point system. 

  1-3 points = impact 

  1-3 points = composition 

  1-3 points = technique 

 A perfect score would be 27 points, 9 points per judge. 

6. Black & White projected & Color projected will be judged in separate groups (2 groups). 
Titles are not shown as judging is being done. Judges send scores to committee who 
compiles all scores and determines winners. Titles and scores will be read for all entries, 
makers name will be read only for winning images. 
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7. In case of ties in scoring, all photos with the highest score will receive a first place award. 
The same rule applies for the second, third place, and honorable mentions. 

8. The judges critiques will be read as images are viewed and winners announced. 

9. Ribbons will be awarded to all images that place first, second or third place in the 
competition.  If you prefer to waive your ribbon, please notify the competition chairperson 
the night of the competition or before. 

10. The Competition Chair tabulates year-end competition and ribbons are awarded at the 
club’s annual banquet. The tabulations are based on the accumulated points for all the 
year’s competition winners. The point system is as follows for each image 

  4 points - first place and invitational winners 

  3 points – second place winners 

  2 points – third place winners 

  1 point – honorable mention 
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2015‐	2016	WRPS	Competition	Definitions 

	
NATURE - PSA rules apply (see below) for the Black & White and Color category.  
 
Beginning title should be -  ANB or BNB... (Nature Black & White depending on division) 
                                             ANC or BNC... (Nature COLOR depending on division)   
     
SKY – Is everything that lies above the surface of the earth, including atmosphere, outer space and 
celestial sphere (pictures of clouds, sunsets, storms, and even starts will be accepted). Any black 
and white image or color image, as long as the sky is the MAIN subject of the image and not just 
incidental. All other standard rules apply. 
 
Beginning title should be -  ASB or BSB... (Sky B&W depending on division) 
                                            ASC or BSC... (Sky COLOR depending on division)   
 
THREE BELOW – Any image taken at a height of 3’ or below.  Image could be of an insect or 
flower taken close to the ground, or may be an image of the underneath side of something taken 
from lying on the ground, but the camera must be at 3’ or below.  (The camera can be pointing 
straight ahead, above or below).  
 
Beginning title should be -  ATB or BTB... (Three Below B&W depending on division) 
                                            ATC or BTC... (Three Below COLOR depending on division)   
 
WIDE OPEN – All images need to be taken at an f/stop of 5.6 or larger (f/5.6, 4.0, 3.5, 2.8, 1.4, 
etc.).  Use shallow depth of field to your advantage by including the Bokeh effect, selective focus 
and similar techniques. 
 
Beginning title should be -  AWB or BWB... (Wide Open B&W depending on division) 
                                            AWC or BWC... (B&W toned, sepia or hand colored images)   
 
ARCHITECTURE – A photograph of building(s) or similar structure(s), or part of a building.  
Photographs can be of the inside or outside of these structures. 
 
Beginning title should be -  AAB or BAB... (Architecture B&W depending on division) 
                                            AAC or BAC... (Architecture COLOR depending on division)   
 
PICTORIAL – Anything goes! 
 
Beginning title should be -  APB or BPB ... (Pictorial B&W depending on division) 
                                            APC or BPC... (Pictorial COLOR depending on division)   
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PSA COMPETITION RULES 
 
A Photographer may enter PSA interclub competitions from only one club. 
 

Only one image per person, per competition deadline (you may enter all the competitions, but only 
one image in each division per night).  All images should be sent to Joe Marella by 9pm the Friday 
before the WRPS meeting they will be judged at.  The e-mail address for PSA competitions is 
psawrps@gmail.com.  Do not send images for other competitions to this address, as they may not 
be discovered in time for them to be resent to the correct address. 
 
Color Projected Image Division  
 
Entries are not limited as to subject matter or treatment, but they must be the work of a bona 
fide resident WRPS club member.  Also known as “Pictorial” 
     
Nature Division              

 
Nature photography is restricted to the use of the photographic process to depict observations from 
all branches of natural history, except anthropology and archeology, in such a fashion that a well 
informed person will be able to identify the subject material and to certify as to its honest 
presentation. The story telling value of a photograph must be weighed more than the pictorial 
quality while maintaining high technical quality. Human elements shall not be present, except 
where those human elements enhance the nature story. The presence of scientific bands, scientific 
tags or radio collars on wild animals is permissible. Photographs of artificially produced hybrid 
plants or animals, mounted specimens, or obviously set arrangements, are ineligible, as is any form 
of manipulation that alters the truth of the photographic statement. No techniques that add to, 
relocate, replace, or remove pictorial elements except by cropping are permitted. Techniques 
that enhance the presentation of the photograph without changing the nature story or the 
pictorial content are permitted. All adjustments must appear natural. The removal, or 
manipulation, of colors contained within the original image to enable the production of 
monochrome images is permitted.  
 
Authentic Wildlife is defined as one or more organisms, living free and unrestrained in a natural or 
adopted habitat. Therefore landscapes, photographs of zoo animals, game farm animals, or any 
living subject taken under controlled conditions are not eligible for entry in Wildlife competitions.  
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INTERCLUB COMPETITIONS 
 
 

WITH ERIE SHORES 2016 
 
Theme: Reflections  
 
A photograph of something that is reflected or has a reflective surface (such as glass building 
reflecting other buildings, clouds or people; a puddle or calm lake reflecting a larger object). 
Reflections can be in glass, metal, water or anything with reflective qualities. Image may be 100% 
reflection(s) or the reflections(s) may be a portion of the photography, but the “reflections” should 
be the MAIN SUBJECT of the image, not just incidental. 
 
Entries may be Black & White or Color, but will be judged together.  Entry can be projected 
ONLY (no prints).  Manipulation is permitted on these images, but will be judged with the non-
manipulated images.  Each club may have 30 entries in total, no more than two from any 
individual.  If more than30 images are submitted, the competition committee and/or the camera 
club board will determine the 30 images that will compete.  Images that have won in previous 
WRPS or ESPC competitions are NOT eligible for this competition.  Submit digital files that are 
no wider than 1400 pixels and no taller than 1050 pixels @ 300 dpi.   
 
WRPS images are due to Michelle by Tuesday, March 22, 2016.  Competition is hosted by WRPS 
on Tuesday, April 12, 2016. 
 
Please use e-mail address interclubwrps@gmail.com for this competition, or turn in images 
on CD!  Limit 2 per person. 


